
 Dear FCC,

I am writing to express my approval of the possible merger of XM satellite

radio and Sirius satellite radio.

 

I am currently an XM subscriber and have been for several years.  I believe

the primary competition these companies

 

face come not from each other, but from all forms of portable and broadcast

entertainment.  For example, HD Radio

 

is becoming the standard, and soon, the only advantage the pay-for-service

satellite radio companies will have over

 

"free" radio is the lack of commercials in their broadcasts.  Customers

should have, and deserve this important

 

option when choosing how they want to listen to broadcasts.  The merger of

the two satellite radio companies would

 

not put FM stations out of business, and if this did happen, the signs of

FM's impending demise would have already

 

made itself apparent, since customers would have flocked to the

commercial-free satellite broadcasts long before

 

this current debate over the merger began.  Lastly, there is nothing

stopping another entrepreneur from launching a new

 

satellite-based radio company, so the potential for competition in this

particular type of broadcasting is by no

 

means squelched by this merger.

 

Please approve the XM-Sirius merger.  The broadcasting industry will

continue to prosper, and the service to the

 

consumer will only improve.

 

Truly,



 

Bobby Eccleston
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